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WHY YOU SHOULD 
CONSIDER MAKING A 
WILL?
If you have not already made a Will, or if your 
circumstances have changed, it is a sensible idea to 
consider making a new Will. Some of the main reasons for 
this are set out below:-

Intestacy Rules
If you do not make a Will, there will be a risk that your 
Estate may not be dealt with as you might expect. 
The intestacy rules are complicated and you would be 
mistaken in assuming that in every case all your property 
will be given to your partner/ husband/wife/civil partner 
or children.

If you are not married or in a civil partnership, it is likely 
that your partner will receive nothing at all. Even if you are 
married or in a civil partnership your spouse/civil partner 
may not receive all of your estate if you have children. This 
may not be enough to support him/her and any children 
and may result in the matrimonial home being sold. 

If you are in the process of separating, you may wish your 
spouse to receive nothing. The intestacy rules do not 
allow for this.

Inheritance Tax Planning
If you are single and if your Estate is worth more than the 
Nil Rate Band in any tax year (currently £325,000) or a 
couple with an estate worth more than £650,000 it may be 
sensible to taking tax planning advice which may include 
making lifetime gifts. 

We can provide you with advice on how to mitigate your 
liability for inheritance tax.  The additional allowances that 
came into force in April 2017 are also worth discussing 
with a professional.

Care Home Fees
A  Will containing a trust might reduce the amount 
available for care home fees after your death but 
continue to support your husband, wife or partner for the 
remainder of their life.

Guardians
Unless you make a Will, you may be placing your infant 
children at risk. You can include a clause to allow for a 
friend or family member to bring up your children in the 
event of your death. This will ensure that your children 
will be brought up by those people you trust.

Certainty
It is too easy to think that you may be able to make a Will 
tomorrow. However, tomorrow may never come. A Will 
ensures that your assets and personal possessions will be 
distributed to those you wish to benefit. 

Provision for disabled or vulnerable 
beneficiaries
If you wish to leave money to someone who is vulnerable, 
disabled, possibly just about to go bankrupt, or be 
divorced, it can make sense to leave their money into a 
trust rather than outright, in order to protect them or their 
benefits or their assets. 



Reduce arguments on death

The intestacy rules can cause family feuds. Those with whom you have fallen out may obtain your property whilst those 

who you wish to protect are not given anything. This can lead to arguments which may lead to families irretrievably 

breaking up. Making a Will may ensure that those who deserve your property are provided for whilst those who you 

have fallen out with are excluded, albeit that certain dependants can make claims for financial provision under the 

1975 Inheritance Act. We can discuss this with you in more detail. 

Battens Solicitors Limited has a wealth of experience in preparing Wills. Please contact: 
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